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- status report on non=com- 
municable _ diseases 
(NCDs). was launched on 
Wednesday in Moscow. 


iad ai cre ene a cece cea 


_-in 2008, 36.1 million peo- 
. ple died due. to ‘heart dis- 


‘disease, cancer and: dia- 
betes, putting NCDs on 
“the:top of the: list of killer 
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Do you agree with Assange that at 
the govt’s response to tet 2, 
leaves a lot tobe desired. ae 


Se VOTENOW am 
ls Duncan Reicherthe ‘al : 
choice to become the Indian: 

Team's next coach?... 


“SMS JE POLL FOLLOWED ov“oUnR nrcnoy 
§8558.E.0.(EPOUB... 


-mons.’ 


Tr HE first _ World. 
Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) global 


‘Thé report revealed that — 


easé, stroke,.chronic lung 


: ‘diseases.°~ In India, 
5,241,400 people 
(2,967,600 men and: 


2, 273,800 women) died i in 
2008 due to NCDs, 
According to the re- 
port, the leading causes of 
NCD deaths in 2008 were 
cardiovascular disease (17 


. million or 48 per cent), 


cancer (7.6 million or 21 
per cent), and respiratory 
disease (4.2 million). Dia- 
betes caused 1.3 million 


deaths. These groups of 


diseases share four com- 


mon risk factors: tobacco 


use, physical inactivity, 
harmful use of alcohol, 
poor diet. 

The report found that 6 
million people die due to 
tobacco use every year — 


‘Hurt’ for his. 
daughter but DMK 
chief stays in UPA - 


--The leaders said Karunanidhi was upset with the 
 .CBI’s decision to name Kanimozhi in its chargesheet, 

. and his colleagues shared his anger. However, a major- 
ity were of the view that de-stabilising the UPA or 
snapping ties with the Congress was not an option at 

. the moment, especially since the DMK was unsure of . 
. the Assembly election results. 

_At least one senior member, Kovai Ramanathan, is 
learnt to have cautioned at today’s meeting that the 
party must not decide its next move under pressure 
from the media, which has been speculating that the 


After the meeting, Karunanidhi said, “We will take 


fe ee « C 
| [aren -DMK would pull out of the UPA. 
19 is i Ty. a 2 


“1 legal steps to prove the truth,” and added that Kani- 
“+1. mozhi would appear before the court on May 6. “She 
is not _Jayalalithaa, who would ignore court sum- 


. Aresolution adopted at the meeting said the 2G 
spectrum case was being used by political rivals and 
__ some sections of the media to defame the DMK-andta—_|_ 
try to break the UPA alliance.. 


both directly and indi- 
rectly. By 2020, this will 
rise to 7.5 ‘million. Also, 
.3,2 million people die each 
~ year aS.a result of physical 
‘inactivity, 2.8 million as a 
result of being overweight, 


2:5 million as a result of | 


excess drinking. 

The data demonstrated 
that NCDs killed 63 per 
cent of people worldwide 


in 2008 and 80 per cent of: 


- these deaths — equivalent 
to 29 million people — oc- 
curred in low and middle 
income strata, dispelling 

‘the myth that such condi- 

. tions are mainly the prob- 
lem of affluent societies. 


NATIONAL NETWORK 


25 Non-communicable diseases 
cause most deaths: WHO > 


Twenty-nine: per cent “ot 
NCD deaths occur among 


those under 60 years of 


age in low and middle in- 


come countries; comparéd . 


to 13 per cent in high-in- 


_ come countries. 


The NCDs are ‘pro- 
jected to kill 52 million 


people annually by 2030. ° 
* WHO.. Director-General 


Margaret . Chan, _ who 
launched the report, said, 
“For some countries; it is 
No. exaggeration to: de- 
scribe the situation-as an 
impending disaster; a dis- 
aster for health, for soci- 
ety, and most of all for na- 


: tional economies.’ 


May reveal ‘much 
ays Bhatt: 


more’, cS 


he Semana S of 
. fice in 2002: along with then 


_ minister of state for homie ; 


".Gordhan Zadafia. A peti- 


- tion filed by the JSMsto- 
summon them before the. 
. inquiry -commission; is. | 


| - pending before the , iGu- 


|. jarat High Court. Asked if © 
he would repeat whatever’ 


. he had told the Supreme 
Court in his controversial 

- affidavit, Bhatt: said: 
“Much more may be” 
“Iwanted toreyeal cer- 

tain details to the Special — 
Investigation Team but it 
-was not interested...The 
commission neyer called 
me. Now, my affidavit has | 
created a lot of ruckus and 


the commission has sum- - 


moned me on;the applica- 
‘tion of Make Sinha (se- 


From the FRONT PAGE es gee 
“Six sacked as Al cracks down on striking pilots” 


- Ravi said the ICPA's: action 
was 
_ timed” and deserved “no 

mercy”. “Iftheythinktheycan - 


“irresponsible”,  “‘ill- 


take Air India and the min-’ 
istry for a ride, they are mis- 
taken,” Ravi said. “I am not 
inviting them (the union) for 
talks.” 

Ravi warned private air- 
lines not to try to take advan- 
tage of the situation by rais- 
ing fares unreasonably and 


_ inconveniencing passengers. 


“I will ask the regulator to 
look into the fares,” he said. . 

Early in the day, AT struck 
back hard at the ICPA, seal-. 
ing four regional offices of 
the union. By 1 pm, ICPA 
president Ashim Bhinder, 
general: secretary Rishabh 


Kapoor, and four other pilots 
had been fired; andtwo— H 
S .Randhawa and. Ritika 
Singh— suspended. 

The union demanded the 


ouster of Air India CMD . 


Arvind Jadhav, a CBI inquiry 
into the airline’s losses, and 


' the restoration of curtailed 


routes which it said had cut 
pilots’ flying hours: and, there- 
fore, their earnings. It said 


‘non-unionised executive pi- 


lots would join the agitation: 
Thursday, reporting sick en 
masse. 

“We have no faith i inthe 
current CMD and there is a 
complete trust deficit. They 
(thé management) have re- 
peatedly violated memoran- 


dums of Hoderstending sub- ” 


mitted to the ministry and the 
CLC,” Bhinder said. ~ - 

In Mumbai, Kapoor said 
the pilots had chosen to strike 
work because taking the legal 
route would have been too 
time-consuming. “Unfortu- 
nately in India, legal proce- 
dures take a long time, we will 
be on the verge of retirement 
if-we took the legal route,” 
Kapoor said. 

Several pilots cited the ex- 
ample of engineers from the 
erstwhile Indian Airlines, 
who have been fighting for 


parity with AT engineers in 
court for many years. 


_ ICPA, which represents 


660 of the 1,700 pilots of the . 


erstwhile Indian Airlines, had 
given a notice for strike from 


www.indianexpress.com 


. Prithviraj Chavan. . 


~hior, office-béarer: of. ISM : 
and HC lawyer),” ” hesaid: - 
In its application;, the 
ISM said Bhatt’s deposi- 
tion before the. commission 
was very important: in the: 
wake of his recent affidavit: 
- before the Supreme: Court:* 
Bhatt: ‘had: stated that 
on. February “27;: £2002; 
Chief Minister Modi had. 
calleda meeting of top offi-. 
-cials. In that meeting, Bhatt: 
‘claiméd, Modi had. in- 
“structed officers to let Hin- 
dus vent their ire: following ‘ 
. the.Godhra train carnage’ . 
inwhich 59 people, mostof. 
them © - Vishwa ° “Hindu 
Parishad karsevaks, were, 
burnttodeath, . | 
And February. 28 on- 
wards, Gujarat .saw its’ ” 
worst communal riots. 


March 1, following which the 


“management. had opened 


reconciliation proceedings. 
The meeting, called by the 
Chief Labour Commissioner, 
failed on Tuesday after AI ad- 
vocated arbitration, which 
the unionopposed. 

- The ICPA has been seek- 
ing pay and service condi- 
tions on par with Air India pi- 
lots. who fly longer routes on 
bigger aircraft, and has, over 
the Jast’ few months, de- 
mandéd. immediate relief. 


‘The management has been | 


pleading that it faces a severe 
financial crunch. Indian Air- 
lines was merged with Air In- 
dia in 2007, but the airlines 
continue to follow separate 
HR policies. 


elected as MLC 
MUMBAI: Chief Minister Prithviraj 


_ Chavan wasformallydedared 
elected unopposed to the Legislative - 


Council on Wednesday, as there 
were no contestants against him.- 
Opposition Shiv Sena had declared 


_ lastweekthatit would .notfielda 


contestant against the CM. Since 
Chavan was nota member ofeither 
House of the state legislature, itwas 
necessary forhim to get elected ° 
within six months of his pron 


. mentasthe CM. 


Bhopal gas trage 
I reserves rageely 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Courton 
Wednesday reserved its judgment 
onthe plea of the CBI for prosecuting 
Bhopal gas tragedy case accused, 
who had escaped with lighter pun- 


“ishment oftwo years jail term, under 


the stringent penal provision attract- 
ing maximum 10years'imprison-. 
ment. The bench asked the parties 
concemed to file their written sub- 
missions withinaweek”-»—; 


Salaries of the erstwhile 
Indian Airlines pilots are 
variable, tied to the number 
of flying hours. Over the last 
year, many pilots have seen 
their flying hours go down, al- 
legedly because AI has with- 
drawn several. flights, “Par- 
lier, our flying hours would 
average around 90 a month, 
now some months.we are 
down to around 50. At the 
end of each month; we want 
to be assured of at least a 
fixed salary,” saida pilot: 

In an open letter to AI 
employees Wednesday, Jad- 
hav urged the pilots to take 
their grievances to the Justice 
‘Dharmadhikari Committee 
‘formed to look into‘all HR- 
related issues. 


PAC to mobilise support. “T said (to 
Congréss managers), let me have a 


a, 


Singh! SP‘hiember OPPAe® tola'7He' tig, whereas’ their evidente id N6t"? EGOM?* : 


~ ~ Indian Express. 


been recorded. 


known reasons antl ‘thus no effort was 
hanvati, the then Law Secretary and.’ made by the PMO to initiate the 
look-at- the: report,” Reoti Raman: ~Director of CBE at the April!15 meet---process?bf constitution. | of. the-.-age but-made-uniquevand conde: | 


~ PAC slams Raja, PM’s ‘indirect green signal’ 


"OE Attorney-General OflndiaGE Va price of spectrum should be’ based on 


its scarcity value and efficiency of us- 


oh eabustoni Torsvéndilvishspestion that the matter 


“The PMO certainly either failed___be treated asclosed.” . 


* The Indian EXPRESS 


to emake additions in | Lokpal | 


Rahul Chimanbhai. Mehta, B Tech, Corisener Science, 
TIT-Delhi; MS, Computer Science, Rutgers University, USA. 

(If you, reader, like these proposals, forward #A247LB to Annaji , all) 
Dear Annaji'--- Like, dictators; the 10 Lokpals will have power to suspend 
anyone. Unlike dictators, they wont commit to deliver food, growth and 
protection from criminals and foreign armies. Absolute power, no 
commitments. So I fear that Lokpals will become corrupt, .nepotic and] 
MNC agents. Your say’ “Lokpals will be selected by PM, SCjs, HCCjs, CAG, | 
CEC transparently(?), and so they will never become corrupt”. I disagree | 
-- selection procedures. guarantee nothing. Deterrence after appointment] 
is must. I saw all 40 pages of draft. Only deterrence I saw is section-7 | 
saying SCjs may. expel : a Lokpal. Now SCjs are as non-corrupt as} | 
Ministers. So section-7 is useless. So I see no ‘clauses to deter Lokpals| 
from becoming corrupt, nepotic, MNC agents and selling away India for} 
cash or foreign awards:-To create deterrence, I request you to add | 


Convener : 


{following clauses: (Exact drafts are in http://rahulmehta.com/lokpal.pdf} 2 


and explanations are in: chapter-50 of http://rahulmehta.com/301.pdf ) 


JI have also submitted the following proposed changes on Lokpal} | 

consultation website and serial number given is #A247LB : 

11. Right to Recall corrupt Lokpal : RTI failed because we citizens have} 

4 no Right to Recall Information Commissioners: ,During fasts, I heard] 
Right to Recall Lokpal on ‘TV. But I see no RTR-Lokpal-clauses in draft} 
so far. So if Lokpal is corrupt, we citizens will be ruined. Maharshi| 
Dayanand says “Raja must be Prajaa-aadheen; and if Raajvarg is} 
not Prajaa-aadheen, they will rob citizens and destroy nation”. So Tj 
ask you to make at least.one of 10 Lokpals; Prajaa-aadheen:i.e. 


~ Congress: and DMK- members 


-press conference at the residence of 
Rao, where they charged him with in- 
tention to destabilise the Govern- 
ment and demanded his resignation 
as PAC chief. “The report seems to 


|, have been.prepared in a pre-deter-: - 


mined way with a biased mind‘and 
mala fide intention,” they said. 

' The press conference was pre- 
ceded by a meeting of ‘Congress 


+ members of the PAC with Home 


Minister _P_ Chidambaram and 


Sibal. - 

A senior. minister said Joshi had 
acted as a BJP member. “The PAC 
meeting is slated for tomorrow,” he 
said, insisting that what had been cir- 
culated was a report by Joshi. Con- 
gress member Saifuddin Soz. said 
Joshi seemed to be in an undue hurry. 


éluding Raja, examined before any 


} |, conclusion was drawn,” he said. 


Congress sources pointed out that 
the draft mentioned the depositions 


ancl: an attack on Joshi at a joint 


Telecommunications Minister Kapil | 


- “We wanted several’ witnesses, in- - 


The report took note of the fact 
that the considered and imperative 


‘advice given by the Prime Minister 


and genuine concerns expressed by 


‘him over the developments in the 


telecom sector in his November 2007 
letter to Raja were “just disregarded” 
by him. 

“The Prime Minister was, in fact, 


misled when he was informed by the . 


minister (Raja) that the issue of auc- 


" tion of spectrum was considered but 


not recommended by the-Telecom 
Commission and also not récom- 
mended by TRAI. The minister was 
saying half-truth, concealing the 


other half, concealing his ulterior de- ; 


sign,” the report said. 

The report said the PMO’s reply 
that no suggestion.of the Law Minis- 
ter toset up an Empowered Group of 
Ministers was received by them, does 
not convince the committee. “...the 
PMO was very much aware of Law 
Minister’s' suggestions but the 
counter-view of the Communication 
Minister got overriding preference to 


a cal Minister’s view for some un- 


to see the forebodings or was ren- 
dered a mute spectator,” the report - 
said. Not only that, Raja “arrogantly”- . 
termed the suggestions of the Law 
Minister to refer the spectrum-re- 
lated matter to EGOM as “out of 
context”. He audaciously informed 
the Prime Minister that the cut-off 
date had been fixed for September 
25; 2007 on:the-plea of shortage of 
“spectrum, whereas on another otca- 


sion’ he ‘Had’ said. that-'there: was 
‘enough-scope for allotment of spec- * 


trum to féw new ‘operators. j 


' . “His, (Raja) assurance to. ‘the ° 


Prime Minister that he was not deviat- 
ing from the established and existing 
‘procedures was a blatant lie as he de-. 
formed and distorted the first-come, 
first-serve (FCFS) policy,” the draft 

report said. 

Regarding Chidaribaram (the 
then.Finance Minister), the report 
said “the committee is shocked and 
dismayed to ‘note that the Finance 
Minister, in his note dated February 
15, 2008, acknowledged that spec- 
‘trum is a scarce resource and the 


The report said the Secretary c of 
Department of Economic. Affairs 
failed to bring the matter to the notice 
* of the Cabinet Secretary even after ir- 
regularities became public. The com- 


. mittee found that the procedures fol- 


lowed by the DoT for issuing 157 
licences in 2007-08 smacked of seri- 
ous irregularities. The allocation of 
spectrum in 2007-08 at the price set in 


“ 2001 caused a staggering revenue loss. | 
‘') The committee, was shocked that 
“modification in the Cabinet decisions 


of October 2003 was never brought 


: “before the Cabinet even for ex-post , 


facto approval. “The Cabinet Secre- 
tary and the PMO knew about these 
developments but did not take cor- 
rective action,” it, said. 

The committe € pointed out that 


‘the senior bureaucrats i ‘in the DoT 


were not allowed to discharge their 


_ duties properly and effectively. “Obvi- 
‘ously, the role of Cabinet Secretariat 


and the PMO remains far from edi- 
fying in that they too overlooked the 
need for compliance with the deci- 
sion of the Cabinet,” it said. 


PM knew of Raja moves, call him in’ ‘BCCI nicks Kirsten’’ S. 


.Pls provide draft in Hindi : 


replaceable by us commons. RTR-Lokpal will deter Lokpal from} 
becoming corrupt... RTR-Lokpal clauses I propose are “inf 
http://rahulmehta.com/lokpal.pdf . Pls add better or these. RTR-| 
Lokpal-clauses in draft.in next few weeks and not. postpone till next} 
life time. And pls tell us ASAP if you oppose Right to Recall Lokpal. 


. Pis atleast put transparent complaining procedure. in Lokpal : If} 


RTR-Lokpal is too much, pls at least give us a transparent complaining 
procedure (i) A citizen can visit Collector office and give his feedback | 
to selection committee (section-6.10.b)-or complaint to Lokpal as 
affidavit. Collector's: clerk shall. scan and upload Jétter on Lokpal’ s] 
website for a fee. Purpose: copies of complaint will come on servers of 
Collector, CM,:PM, ‘Lokpal, Yahoo, Google and 100s more. This ensures 
that a corrupt Lokpal cant: later remove pages from .complaints 
(ii) Any citizen can visit Patwari/Talati office and add his name to aj 
complaint for Rs 3° fee, Purpose: if 1000s of citizens have ‘same 
complaint, all. wont need to visit Collector office and create law-order 
problem. Pls tell us if you support transparent complaining procedure. | 
Jan Lokpal draft's English is more 
complex than English; 1 ‘have read in American laws !! (pls read US. 


Constitution and Lokpal draft). So pls provide Hindi draft ASAP. Or do} 


you insist that we. Commons should never read your draft? Why not? 


. Let public see suggestions put on Lokpal consultation website to | 


increase transparency and pls-put opinion polls, so that we may know 
which eee are seconted/ elected by how many activists. 


“4 | About us Right to Recall Group : 


We request activists to contest 
elections and give “newspaper. ads, pamphlets to inform citizens on how' 


a Right to Recall PM\CM, Sein aucees, RTR- Lokpal laws ang  eenePele tt 


“| http: //rahulmehta. com , MehtaRanulG@ yanoo.c com . 
| bttp://rahulmehta. com/301. pdf 


For details, pis. read 
(Advertisement): 


licence-related i issues... 


Pointing out that the let- : 


ters form part of the docu- 


ments provided to the .ac- ” 


cused by the CBI, Aggarwal 
‘argued, “As CBI has relied 


_on the documents authored 


-by the PM, he should .be 
‘calledto appear in the court 
as a witness under the BYE 
dence Act.”. 

‘The: 102-page bail appli- 
‘cation accused the CBI of 


\°.“coricealing the crucial in- 
formation”, noting, “The let- 
}, ter dated 26 December 2007. 


from Raja.to. the PM in- 
forms each and every step 


| |. that Raja was to take for is- 


‘suance of Lol to-vatious ap- 


- plicants. Surprisingly, ‘the 


endorsement (of this letter) 
by the private secretary to 
the PM dated 29 December 


- 2007 is not at all mentioned 
or referred = in’. 


the 
chargesheet nor the state- 


- mentof the private secretayy 


is recorded.” » 
. The application réleteed 


E to ‘thé 3 January,.2008 reply. 


by the PM to Raja, in which 
the PM “concurs with the ac- 
tion proposed by Raja”. 

“It is absolutely clear that 
there was no consi acy 


whatsoever’ as all actions 


were taken by Raja with’ full 


knowledge and concurrence 
of the PM... it is surprising 
that this document ddés not 


figure in the chargesheet, 2 


the bail application said. 
The Lols were issued on 


‘January 10,2008... 


The application cited 
Singh’s speeches in’ Parlia- 
ment and interviews to the 
media to refute the. CBI 


‘ claim that the allocation of 


licences and: spectrum 


caused losses to the nation. 


“The allegation of loss to 
exchequer made by the CBI 


_are devoid of any merit and 


contrary to statements made 
by the PM and Telecom 
Minister (Kapil, sSibal), it 
said. is wal 

The application cited the 
PM’s response to reporters 
on February 16, 2011: “With 


regard to the!loss of rev- 
’ 3G spectrum should be auc- 


énues, it is very much depen- 
dent on what is your starting 
point... If auctions are. not 


taking place then what is the 


basis for you‘to calculate a 
loss... The CAG has himself 
said it is presumptive loss. 

And therefore it depends 


: upon which senaeae you 


make.” : ; 

The application also 
quoted Singh’s statement in 
the Rajya Sabha on Febru- 
ary 24; days after Raja’s.ar- 


Test; to establish that the PM 


had approved that 2G spec- 


‘trum should not be auc- 


tioned. 

“The record clearly 
shows that the then finance 
minister, while he initially 


-had a different view, which 


he communicated to me on 


January 15, subsequently 
consulted with the Minister, . 


Telecommunications, and 
the two ministers worked 
out an agreed formula on 


spectrum charges, which was - 
-reported to me in a meeting 


on July 4,.2008. Further- 


a more, this decision was in 


line with the recommenda- 
tions of TRAT in its report of 
August 2007. In that report 
TRAThad clearly stated only 


tioned and the policy for 2G 
spectrum should continue 


on the-same basis.” 
CBI prosecutor AK 


Singh sought time to re- 
spond to Balwa’s applica- 


tion. The court fixed the next 


saa: fon Mey 3. 


cricketing guru to; coach di 


" great career move, but at time! Hie had to show great 
COurHEE and. faith i in his ability,” Kirsten recalled in his 


i book. 


” Fletcher’s first coaching job was at the University of 


Cape Town in South Africa, the tampus where the young 
Kirsten was making a choice between rugby and cricket. It 

’ was Fletcher who nudged him to his choice. 
“He was to become a huge influence on me for many 
years to come. Ironically, I started at Western Province'be- 
-_ -fore Duncan, so when he was eventually appointed as the 


’ provincial coach I was able to welcome him to the dressing - 


room. Just a couple of years earlier he’d told'me I could 
play for Western-Province and J thought he was joking. 
_ Then Iwas welcoming him to the team,” Kirsten wrote. 
When he became coach of India, Kirsten-chose Si- 
. mons to be his assistant coach; when he left, he recom- 
mended Fletcher to the BCCI. 


“room? 


So what will Fletcher bring to the Indian dressing 


“He’s one of. those who hae the ability to make every- 


. one play to their full potential. If anybody wanted to 
know how good he was, he just had to work with Duncan 
for a while. The secret to being able to do that, obviously, 
is being able to identify pptential talent, as he did with 
me. So he always knows when to keep pushing and striving 


_ ‘for more, when to back off and pat someone on the 


back,” Kirsten writes. . 


“He works’so hard with individuals that you had to 
measure his input in days and weeks, not hours. By the 
time you went out to play you felt you were performing for 
- him more than anyone else. If] failed it felt like I was let- 
ting him down, not giving him a well- deserved return onall 
the time he had invested in me. To see him succeed for 

_ Solonghasbeena huge source of pleasure for me.” . 


